
Program Overview

Growing Native is a signature program of the Potomac Watershed Partnership that
replenishes the supply of native seedling stock at state nurseries within the nearly

15,000-square-mile Potomac River watershed. Since the program’s inception in 2001,
24,000 volunteers have mobilized to collect more than 70,000 pounds of acorns, walnuts,

and other native
hardwood tree seeds.
Donated to state
nurseries, these seeds have
generated nearly five
million seedlings that will
be used to restore as many
as 80,000 acres of sensitive
streamside lands.

In addition to providing
native tree stock, a
primary goal of Growing
Native is to build public
awareness of the
important connection
between healthy, forested
lands and clean waters,
and what individuals can
do to protect them.
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“Hunting for seeds held the girls’ and boys’ attention like a treasure hunt. …

each child felt as if he or she was having a real impact on the world. 

They took their mission of collecting seeds to help the waterways very seriously.”

-Lisa Haley, Teacher at Redeemer Classical Christian School

2005 Season Highlights

During Growing Native 2005, 5,000 volunteers collected enough seed to produce as
many as 1.1 million trees that will be planted along degraded streams and rivers.

These trees will reduce sedimentation and nutrient pollution, provide food and habitat for
animals, ensure scenic beauty, and regulate stream temperature. This high-quality, low-cost
supply of tree seeds will also save state foresters time and money.

Growing Native is made possible by a diverse volunteer base that spans the watershed. Some
volunteer highlights from this year include:

• Franklin County, Pennsylvania. Franklin County Conservation District led
volunteers in Pennsylvania’s first-ever seed collection event.

• Rockingham County,Virginia. Thomas Harris Middle School enthusiastically
embraced Growing Native by engaging 300 students in seed collections.

• Montgomery County, Maryland. Westbrook Elementary School carried the Growing
Native seed collection program one step further by establishing a grow-out station—a
small on-site tree nursery.

Seed Species Collected:

Trees Species Generated:

Black Walnuts
(398,200 trees)

Oaks
(478,500 trees)

Hickory & Other 
Hardwoods
(86,400 trees)

Windborne
(27,000 trees)

Fruit
(181,700 trees)
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2005 Statistics

Black Walnut
(15,800 pounds)

Oaks
(2,800 pounds)

Hickory & 
Other Hardwoods

(1,200 pounds)

Fruit
(100 pounds)

Windborne
(45 pounds)

Volunteers:
5,000

Volunteer Hours:
11,000

Pounds of Seed Collected:
20,000

Number of Trees Generated:
1,171,800

GROWING NATIVEGROWING NATIVE



Looking Ahead to 2006

T his year, further emphasis will be placed on educating Growing Native participants about the importance of streamside forest
buffers to water quality. New outreach methods will be established to create a meaningful watershed experience for students.

Education Guide:
A Growing Native curriculum specific to the

Potomac watershed will be developed to
correspond to National Science Standards.
Educator workshops will be held to
implement this new guide.

Educational Drop-Off Kiosks:
25 kiosks will be established throughout

the watershed. Each will include
educational information about

Growing Native and the Potomac
watershed, and will include a

drop-off bin for collected
seeds.

Ambassador Training Program:
Dedicated volunteers will become representatives of Growing Native at community events
and presentations, and will assist in managing seed drop-off sites.

Badge Program for Scouts:
A program will be designed whereby Growing Native activities will contribute

toward unique Boy and Girl Scout badges.

Expanded Outreach Materials:
New materials will be developed to aid volunteers in Growing Native seed

collection procedures and to educate them on how they can help
improve the Potomac watershed’s water quality.

2005 Partners & Sponsors
Proudly presented by:

A cooperative program of the Potomac Watershed Partnership and its
partner organizations:
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Learn more about the Partnership at www.potomacwatershed.net.

Coordinated by Potomac Conservancy
8601 Georgia Ave, Suite 612  • Silver Spring, MD 20910  • www.potomac.org

www.growingnative.org  • coordinator@growingnative.org  


